IDEAS TO SPICE UP A MONTAGE OR VIDEO
SOURCE: http://s92274348.onlinehome.us/vegas.html
1. Use a slow zoom on scenic stills to make it look like a short film clip, good for intros.

2. Have regular playing video skip to fast on heavy bass beats.

3. Don’t include the entire song on slide shows so as to not make it drag on too long.

4. Still pix with some foreground object of interest literally cut away from the background and given a different perspective as the camera sweeps across the image. Sometimes the background is put slightly out of focus to give perspective. It gives the image a lot of depth even though you know it’s a still.  Filling in some of the blank area with careful cloning gives you a background that can move independently of the foreground without showing gaps.
5. Use a crosshair sight, a symbol from a dingbat font. You can just add all kinds of symbols in Vegas from all kinds of fonts - it doesn't have to be letters. You just put them in the text generator and do whatever you want with them. It's great.
6. Export a sequence, apply a paint effect in PSP8, BATCH render the rest, then bring it back in and dissolve it with the original footage.  In a word...NEATO!
7. Have the transition followed by black video to do something like a barn door closing effect to cover previous video clip.

8. Have a still background and do PIP over it as ¼ or 1/3 of the total area.

9. Spin 360 degree for a picture of people circled around the camera.

10. Slow motion.

11. Fast motion.

12. Zoom in video or still shot.

13. Barn door transition to bring 2 sides of a photo together.

14. Text in bottom left for a title, rather than the basic in the center.
15. Skip-zoom-jump on still shots.  Show the same still shot three times, each time closer.
16. Still zoom in to have it shrink away on top of another still.

17. 2 videos side by side: 1 - w/ black background and slight space between and larger space on sides, 2 – one in bottom left with one on top right barely overlapping in the middle on their two corners.

18. Still shot camera on ground with everybody in a circle above it, have it spin.

19. Credits on the left with pictures on the right.

20. Slow pan from far left to center shown in semi-slow motion.

21. “Credits” of who will be in or was in a movie.  Show a 3 second clip of them with a black fade in and out.  In between these clips show their name in white text.

22. Black background with video shrunk to 60% and made widescreen.  Give it a white border and put it up higher than vertically centered to have some white text captions below it.

23. For credits of people show a short (~3 sec) clip of each individual with a fade from and to black empty background with name in white text in between fades.

24. Have the text spiral in the center to very small so that it looks like it is twisting away to nothing.

25. To get a still shot out of video, zoom in to the single frame you want, cut it, then to paste it where you want it hold down the ctrl v keys until it pastes it for a length that you want.

26. Move still shot around like they’re dancing.

27. Time code can be placed using the plug in.

28. Use text sheer to “wiggle” text.

29. To create flashing text, create multiple copies of it and make them short so that it shuts off and on.
30. Black and white.

31. Black and white with one color still showing through.

32. Still with starlight effect (plugin).
33. 2 videos side by side: 1 - w/ black background and slight space between and larger space on sides, 2 – one in bottom left with one on top right barely overlapping in the middle on their two corners.

34. Put a video/still overtop of itself and squish the top & bottom borders and make them fuzzy.  Make the background lighter or softer.  Seen on tour de France.

35. Separate subject from background in a still editor then animate layers separately

36. Put moving GIF’s into video

37. Vary the duration of the slides some, anywhere from 2 to maybe 5 seconds. Don't let folks minds get in a rhythm. I also vary the fade times.
38. Instead of a title to describe do an audio voice over softly to explain what is happening while you keep the main audio going normal.

39. Put a white border around the video shrunk in some so that it doesn’t fill whole screen.

40. Split the footage at various parts and use the Vegas track motion to flip the event horizontally.  This way, it appears you have used 2 cameras to capture the event.*

41. Use the "Brady Bunch" affect for intros and endings.  Here are some thoughts:

· 3x3 tracks (9 overall) each with moving footage.

· Same as above, expect use track motion to move a group of 3 in/out. Top and bottom "groups" moved from left to right and the middle moved from right to left.*

42. Three tracks down one side (1/3rd of track size) with words on right (black background).*

43. Occasionally use the "text-over" idea to put some text on a frame to explain some interesting info about the scene.*

44. Using a newspaper idea, take a still picture of your dining room (or breakfast) table, then another picture of a local newspaper.  Add a couple of text events to cover-up the name of the paper and major events (replace them w/your own newspaper name, etc).  Next, add some moving footage on top of the pictures on the newspaper.  This way, you see a newspaper with moving family footage.  If you layer it correctly, you can apply the "page peel" from one newspaper page to another.*

*Special thanks to Ron Kelley for the ideas he has passed on to me for addition here.

